
FocuSSed: tocilizumab reduces ECM degradation 
but not formation
In the FocuSSed Phase 3 trial (SSc, n=210), tocilizumab reduced degradation biomarkers C3M, C4M, and CRPM vs. 
placebo at weeks 24 and 48. PRO-C3 (fibrogenesis) was not affected. Anti-IL6 therapy addresses tissue destruction 
but leaves fibroblast-driven collagen formation unchecked.5
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